
The Economic Benefits of Land 
Conservation in Florida

Land conservation supports many aspects 
of Florida’s economy. Available economic 
information shows that conservation in the 
state supports the recreation economy, boosts 
tourism, supports jobs, generates taxes, 
enhances property values, increases community 
health, and supports several key industries. 

Read on to learn more about how conserved 
lands in Florida are delivering these economic 
benefits.

Offering recreational opportunities and boosting 
the tourism economy. Preserving parks and open space 
creates recreational opportunities for Florida residents 
and visitors alike. The outdoor recreation industry in 
Florida is a $38.3 billion industry that generates $2.5 
billion in state and local tax revenue each year and 
provides 329,000 jobs. At least 51 percent of Florida 
residents participate in outdoor recreation each year.1 
They are joined by millions of non-residents who spend 
money on food, lodging, and gear while recreating in 
Florida. For example, Florida state parks receive over 25.0 
million visitors annually. Non-local visitors and state park 
operations have a $1.16 billion economic impact on local 
communities throughout the state, generating 23,300 
jobs, and contributing $75.0 million in state sales tax 
revenue.2
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Enhancing property values. The market values of 
residential properties located near parks and natural areas 
are typically higher than those of comparable properties 
elsewhere. Property owners benefit from higher property 
values and local governments benefit from an increased 
tax base. One study of parks and open space in two of 
Florida’s counties demonstrated tangible evidence of 
this open space premium. In the densely settled portions 
of Leon and Alachua Counties, homes within 100 feet 
of parks and open space realized an increase in home 
value—an average of approximately $14,400 in Leon 
County and $8,200 in Alachua County.3 Meanwhile, a 
study in Orange County by the University of Central 
Florida found that the average home within 100 feet of a 
natural park was worth 18.3 percent more than similar 
homes farther away.4

Generating health care cost savings. Preserving parks 
and open space increases the level of physical activity for 
residents and results in medical cost savings. Obesity is 
a growing health crisis in Florida that leads to billions of 
dollars in health care spending.5 As of 2010, 64.2 percent 
of Florida adults were overweight and 26.6 percent were 
obese.6 In 2011, 25.1 percent of high school youth living 
in Florida were overweight or obese.7 The availability 
of close-to-home parks increases the physical activity of 
residents and improves mental health.

Supporting the agriculture industry. Protecting farm 
and ranch land from development contributes to a robust 
agriculture industry and closely related economic sectors. 
Florida’s agriculture industry contributes $100 billion 
to the state’s economy annually. In 2011, Florida ranked 
first in the U.S. in the value of production of oranges and 
grapefruit, fresh market snap beans, cucumbers for fresh 
market, bell peppers, squash, sweet corn, fresh market 
tomatoes, and watermelons. The industry as a whole 
supports 750,000 Florida jobs.8 Conserved lands, including 
agriculture easements, help sustain this key part of 
Florida’s economy. 

Sustaining the forest products industry. Forest land 
conservation supports Florida’s timber industry. The 
state’s forest products industry had $14.7 billion in total 

output impacts, and $7.1 billion in value added impacts in 
2010. In total, this industry supports 90,000 jobs.9   

Strengthening the commercial fishing industry. 
Protecting fish habitat and water quality contributes 
to the commercial fishing industry and closely related 
economic sectors. In 2011, Florida commercial landings 
totaled $224.6 million. The sales impact of the industry 
was $14.3 billion, plus $4.78 billion in value added 
impacts. The commercial fishing industry supports 72,300 
jobs and $2.7 billion in employment income.10   

Increasing fiscal responsibility. The protection of 
working and open lands maintains lower demand for 
public services. Open space and agricultural lands save 
communities costs in the form of decreased demand for 
roads, sewers, and other community services.11 A cost of 
community services study in Leon County, Florida found 
that working and open lands generate significantly more 
local tax revenue than they require in public services. 
Working and open lands require only $0.42 in services for 
every $1 paid in local taxes.12   


