
TO USE YOUR COMPUTER'S AUDIO:

When the Webinar begins, you will be connected to audio using your computer's microphone 

and speakers (VOIP).

TO USE YOUR TELEPHONE:

If you prefer to use your phone, select "Use Telephone" after joining the Webinar.
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About 1000 Friends of Florida:

ÁFounded in 1986, 1000 Friends of Florida is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit membership 

organization.

ÁWe work to save special places and build better communities.

ÁWe educate, advocate and negotiate to protect Floridaôs high quality of life.

ÁOur bipartisan board of directors includes advocates and experts from across the 

state.

ÁVisit www.1000friendsofflorida.org/alerts/to sign up for email alerts!

ÁPlease join us at www.1000friendsofflorida.org/donate-now/

ÁFollow 1000 Friends on Facebookand Twitter!

http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/alerts/
https://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/donate-now/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/1000-Friends-of-Florida/114457338622343?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/floridafriends


Dr. John M. DeGroveWebinar Series

Á May 4, 1924 ïApril 13, 2012

Á Icon of comprehensive planning both in Florida and 

across the nation

Á One of the founders of 1000 Friends of Florida

Á First Secretary of the Florida Department of 

Community Affairs

Á His accomplishments recognized with the John M. 

DeGroveEminent Scholar Chair in Growth 

Management and Development at Florida Atlantic 

University 

Á To find out more, please visit:

www.1000friendsofflorida.org/dr-degrove/

http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/dr-degrove/
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Thank you to the Dr. John M. DeGroveWebinar Sponsors:

SPONSOR

Thomas J. Baird

Cambridge Systematics

Mr. William M. DeGrove

SUPPORTER

American Planning Association, Florida Chapter

DPZ Partners, LLC

Wendy Grey Land Use Planning, LLC
Ms. SallyeG. Jude

Paul Novack
David M. Orshefsky
Mrs. Jean Sadowski

Nancy E. Stroud
Tallahassee State Bank   

Thomson Brock Luger & Company
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council

Peter & Helen Wallace



Seeking additional sponsors to offer future webinars for free!

To underwrite costs associated with Go-to-Webinar, 

professional certification credits (AICP AND CLE), staff time, etc.

ÅFlorida Guardian -- $5,000

ÅtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƭǳō -- $2,500

ÅFriend -- $1,000

ÅSponsor -- $500

ÅSupporter -- $250

ÅOther amounts gratefully appreciated!

You may donate on-line at www.1000friendsofflorida.org/donate-now/

(Designate it for DeGrove Education Fund)

OR

Email vyoung@1000fof.orgfor more information

http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/donate-now/
mailto:vyoung@1000fof.org


The PowerPoint is available at www.1000friendsofflorida.org



This webinar has been approved for:

Á1.5 AICP CM LEGAL CREDITS for planners (#9123402)

Á1 CEC for Certified Floodplain Managers

Á2 CLE for Florida Bar (#1703326N)

Á1.5 contact hours for Florida Environmental Health Professionals

There is a link to a BRIEF SURVEY in the follow-up email you will receive.  Please take 

a few minutes to give us feedback!



Upcoming Dr. John M. DeGrove Webinars

ÁREGISTER NOW!   Wednesday, June 21, 2017, Noon ï1:30 ïFlorida Forever Advocacy: A 

Game Plan for 2018.  Approved for 1.5 AICP CM credits for planners and 1.5 contact hours 

for Florida Environmental Health Professionals.  1000 Friends has applied for credits for 

Florida attorneys and Certified Floodplain Managers but cannot guarantee these credits will 

be approved.

Visit www.1000friendsofflorida.org/webinar/

to find out more!

http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/webinar/


If you have sound issues:

1. Adjust the volume on   

your computer

2. Adjust the audio on 

Go-to-Webinar



If you have questions:

ÁYour webinar control panel includes a 

ñQuestionsò box

ÁPlease click on ñ+ò sign and type any 

questions in this box

ÁPlease refer to the slide number and/or speaker 

when you post your question

ÁPlease keep your questions succinct!

ÁStaff will ask the presenters questions, as time 

permits





Lester Abberger

ÅBoard Member Emeritus and past Chairman of 
1000 Friends of Florida. 

ÅChairman of The Trust for Public Land (TPL) 
Florida Advisory Council, and serves on the 
TPL National Leadership Council.

ÅChairs the Florida Conservation Campaign, 
and is a director and chair of the Finance 
Committee. 

ÅPast Chair of Leadership Florida, The Seaside 
Institute, and the City of Tallahassee Urban 
Design Commission.

ÅA graduate of Davidson College, where he 
serves on the Board of Visitors.

ÅA Knight Fellow at the University of Miami 
School of Architecture.



Ryan Smart

ÅPresident of 1000 Friends of Florida

ÅBob Graham Center 2017 Young Floridian 

Award

ÅPast staff coordinator of the Florida 

Conservation Coalition, which focuses on water 

policy, communications and advocacy



Thomas Hawkins

ÅPolicy and Planning Director for 1000 Friends of 

Florida

ÅTeaches courses in land use law at University of 

Florida Levin College of Law and College of 

Design, Construction and Planning

ÅHolds Juris Doctor from Emory University 

School of Law and Master of Science in Real 

Estate from University of Florida Hough 

Graduate School of Business



Lester Abberger

Board Member Emeritus& Past Chairman, 

1000 Friends of Florida

Session Overview



Major Issues:

ÅBudget

ÅEconomic Development/Tourism Funding

ÅHealth Care

ÅMedical Marijuana

ÅLeadership Priorities

ÅLocal Government Preemptions

Leadership Priorities

Local Government Preemptions

Session Overview



Legislation that Passed



ǐRelating to ñPersonal delivery devicesò

ǐAllows operation of autonomous or remote controlled delivery robots on public 

sidewalks

ǐRobots may weigh up to 80 pounds and travel up to 10 miles an hour

ǐRobots must yield to people walking and follow traffic laws applicable to pedestrians

ǐRelating to ñUnmanned aircraft systemsò

ǐPreempts regulation of drones to the State (to the extent not already regulated by the 

Federal Government)

ǐProhibits operating a drone at a ñ"Critical infrastructure facility"

PassedðHB 1027 (Yarborough)/SB 460 (Brandes): Personal delivery devices



Coming soon to a 

Florida sidewalk 

near you?



ǐCreates "Advanced Wireless Infrastructure Deployment Actò

ǐDefines ñsmall wireless facilitiesò as wireless equipment which is no more than 

28 cubic feet and which has antennas which are no more than 6 cubic feet

ǐRequires local governments to accept small wireless facilities on utility poles 

without charge

ǐDoes allow a nominal permitting fee and charge up to $150 per year

ǐDoes provide very limited exceptions for historic preservation, public safety 

and Americans with Disabilities Act compliance

PassedðSB 596 (Hutson)/HB 687 (La Rosa): Utilities



Legislation championed by Senate President Negron to construct a 

reservoir south of Lake Okeechobee to help reduce discharges to 

coastal estuaries and send water south into Everglades National Park.

Changed dramatically through legislative process

Originally proposed to purchase 60,000 acres of land in the EAA for 

construction of a reservoir to hold 360,000 acre-feet of water. 

Permitted all costs associated with the reservoir, including operation 

and maintenance, to be funded out of the Florida Forever program. 

Authorized bonding of $1.2 billion from the Land Acquisition Trust 

Fund.

Passed- SB 10 (Bradey)/HB 761(Altman): Reservoir



Drastically amended by the Approps. Sub. on the Enviro. and Nat. Resources:

ÅShifted state policy away from acquiring land for conservation and toward 

water supply development

ÅStripped the remaining $3.3 billion in bonding authority for the Florida 

Forever program and gave it to a new program for water resource protection 

and development

ÅMandated new annual allocations from the LATF:

Å$35 Million to restore the St. Johns River & Keystone Heights Lakes. 

Å$2 Million to address water quality issues in the Florida Keys.

Å$20 Million to address water quality issues in the Indian River Lagoon and 

Caloosahatchee estuaries.

1000 Friends was first to come out in opposition to the amendment because 

of its devastating effects on Florida Forever and statewide land conservation

Passed- SB 10 (Bradey)/HB 761(Altman): Reservoir



SB 10 was amended again in the Senate Appropriations Committee:

ÅRemoves goal of acquiring 60,000 acres in EAA

ÅUtilizes existing state-owned lands, along with the possibility of 

adding additional lands in the future, to create a reservoir capable of 

holding a minimum of 240,000 acre-feet of water. 

ÅRemoves land conservation policy shift and stripping of Florida 

Forever bonding. 

ÅRemoves the ability for the state to use eminent domain.

ÅAllows U.S. Sugar to unilaterally terminate the existing contract to 

purchase their EAA land holdings if certain conditions are met.

Passed- SB 10 (Bradey)/HB 761(Altman): Reservoir



SB 10 passed the Senate on April 12th (36-3). It was taken up in the 

House on May 2nd, after the Senate approved a bill to create a 

referendum to expand property tax exemptions, a priority of Speaker 

Corcoran, and passed (99-19) despite never being considered in a 

House Committee.

The House amended the bill, reducing the bonding authorization to 

$800 million for the reservoir and allocating$64 million annually from 

Amendment 1. Removes operations and maintenance as  a cost to be 

covered under the Florida Forever program.

Signed into law on May 9th by Governor Scott.

Passed- SB 10 (Bradey)/HB 761(Altman): Reservoir



As signed into law, SB 10:

ÅUses state-owned lands (A-2 and, possibly, A-1 parcels) for a reservoir capable of 

storing between 240,000 and 360,000 acre-feet of water south of Lake Okeechobee.

ÅAuthorizes up to $800 million of Florida Forever bond proceeds for reservoir project. 

ÅIncreases minimum annual allocation from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for 

Everglades restoration to $264 million.

ÅAllocates $31 million for the construction of the C-51 water supply project.

ÅProhibits the state to use eminent domain to acquire EAA land.

ÅAllows U.S. Sugar to unilaterally terminate the existing contract to purchase their 

EAA land holdings if certain conditions are met.

ÅProvides state funding to local gov. and water suppliers for development of 

water storage facilities.

ÅProvides job training and employment assistance to communities south of 

Lake Okeechobee.

Passed- SB 10 (Bradey)/HB 761(Altman): Reservoir



Implements Amendment 4 from 2016:

ÅExempts 80% of a renewable energy source deviceôs value from 

consideration when assessing tangible personal property and ad valorem 

taxes.

ÅNumerous provisions requiring disclosures to be included in agreements 

governing the sale or lease of distributed energy generation systems.

ÅPassed both chambers unanimously.

Passed- SB 90 (Brandes)/HB 1351 (Rodrigues): Renewable Energy 

Source Devices



Originally prohibited the sale, trade or distribution of shark fins and tails.

Weakened considerably through legislative process.

As passed, codifies the existing prohibition on possessing separated shark 

fins or tails on Florida waters or bringing them to shore.

Increases penalties for violations. 

Passed both chambers unanimously.

Passed- SB 884 (Hutson)/HB 823 (Miller): Shark Fins



Requires the Polk Regional Water Cooperative, in coordination with local 

governments, to develop a comprehensive annual report, including estimated 

project costs and completion dates, for water resource projects identified for 

priority state funding within the Cooperativeôs jurisdiction. The report will be 

submitted to the Governor, Senate, House, DEP and the appropriate Districts.

Requires the Cooperative to coordinate with the appropriate water management 

district to submit an annual status report on projects receiving priority state 

funding. 

Passed both chambers unanimously.

Passed- SB 928 (Stargel)/HB 573 (Burton): Heartland Headwaters 

Protection Act



Uses existing rules to determine when a pollution incident must be reported. 

Requires notification to DEP within 24 hours of the discovery of the pollution release and 

requires DEP to shares the pollution notification reports with the public within 24 hours of 

receipt. If someone fails to report a pollution release they would be subject to civil penalties 

as specified by existing statute.

Updates process for allocating state funds for rehabilitation of petroleum or dry cleaning 

contaminated sites.

Requires report on the potential of ethanol or biodiesel systems to

damage underground petroleum systems.

Passed both chambers unanimously.

Passed- SB 1018 (Grimsley)/HB 753 (Stone): Public Notice of Pollution



Ryan Smart and Thomas Hawkins

1000 Friends of Florida

Legislation that Failed



ǐ1000 Friends of Florida opposed

ǐBill would require new ñprivate property rights elementò in local government 

comprehensive plans

ǐPolicy would duplicate existing property rights protections such as Bert Harris 

Act and Fla. Stat. s. 163.3177(6)(a)2.i.

ǐWould have required local governments to elevate ñeconomic developmentò and 

ñprivate property rightsò concerns above other policy considerations when 

issuing development orders. 

FailedðSB 940 (Perry)/HB 1309 (Payne): Growth management



ǐ1000 Friends of Florida opposed

ǐThanks to 1000 Friends of Florida members and other engaged citizens, 

this bill and its House companion died in committee

ǐWould have created a new cause of action allowing developers to sue 

citizens and organizations opposing comprehensive plan amendments and 

certain environmental permits

ǐCould effectively end citizen engagement in growth management

FailedðSB 996 (Perry)/HB 997 (Killebrew ): Administrative Proceedings



ǐ1000 Friends of Florida supported

ǐWould have closed a loophole allowing independent special districts (like 

Community Development Districts) to convert to municipalities without meeting 

otherwise applicable requirements of law (like minimum population thresholds)

ǐWould have instead required minimum population for independent special 

districts to convert to municipalities

ǐLoophole has been used one time, to create Westlake, Florida in Palm Beach 

County

FailedðSB 422 (Lee)/HB 719 (Roth): Municipal Conversion of 
Independent Special Districts



ǐ1000 Friends of Florida opposed

ǐDesigned to curtail Community Redevelopment Agencies

ǐFiled bill in House would have prevented CRAs from undertaking new 

projects and would eventually sunset all CRAs

ǐWent through many iterations throughout session

ǐLater versions would have allowed existing CRAs to continue but with 

limited range of allowed purposes

FailedðSB 1770 (Lee)/HB 13 (Raburn): Community Redevelopment 
Agencies



ǐ1000 Friends of Florida opposed

ǐñMother of all preemption billsò

ǐWould have preempted to the state all regulation of businesses and professions

ǐWould not have curtailed Community Planning Act

ǐStill expected to have widespread impacts on local government regulation of:

ǐnuisances

ǐlocally undesirable uses

FailedðSB 1158/HB 17 (Fine): Local regulation preemption



ǐ1000 Friends of Florida supported

ǐWould have closed a loophole allowing independent special districts (like 

Community Development Districts) to convert to municipalities without 

meeting otherwise applicable requirements of law (like minimum population 

thresholds)

ǐWould have instead required minimum population for independent special 

districts to convert to municipalities

ǐLoophole has been used one time, to create Westlake, Florida in Palm Beach 

County

FailedðSB 422 (Lee)/HB 719 (Roth): Municipal Conversion of 
Independent Special Districts


