
From: Yanchis, Kristi <kristi_yanchis@fws.gov> 

Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Subject: Walton Comp Plan changes regarding coastal dune lakes. 

To: ray.eubanks@deo.myflorida.com, Plan.Review@dep.state.fl.us, FWCConservationPlanning

Services@myfwc.com, terry.joseph@wfrpc.org, christina.coger@nwfwmd.state.fl.us, "Albin, 

Cheri" <Cheri.Albin@dep.state.fl.us>,Misty.Penton@dep.state.fl.us 

Cc: Mark Cantrell <mark_a_cantrell@fws.gov>, Sean Blomquist <sean_blomquist@fws.gov>, 

Catherine Phillips <Catherine_Phillips@fws.gov> 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The USFWS has significant concerns with the potential for relaxing protections 

surrounding Walton Counties' Coastal Dune Lakes.  This could lead to additional 

disturbance and land clearing around and within this imperiled ecosystem and 

additional run-off associated with stormwater, development and increased 

impervious surfaces.  Much of this area is habitat for several terrestrial and 

aquatic species, including the Federally endangered Choctawhatchee beach mouse 

(CBM), piping plover, red knot, nesting sea turtles as well as a host of aquatic 

species that use this unique ecosystem.   

 

We also have concerns how additional clearing and development will impact the 

natural resources of Florida's State Parks, many of which are the primary 

conservation areas for endangered species and pristine habitat.  These impacts 

could come in the forms of: 

1. increased runoff and erosion causing eutrophication of the waters, 

2. increased management to the dune lakes and outfalls causing additional 

endangered species (and habitat) take.  The sandy vegetated habitat 

surrounding the coastal dune lakes and outfalls are extremely important for 

east-west connectivity for the land dwelling CBM, disrupting the natural 

process of opening and closing these features could prove detrimental for 

CBM that needs to be able to cross at times.   

3. increased human access to these sensitive habitats from many different 

paths, 

4. unnecessary native vegetation removal that provides a 

buffer between development and the natural ecosystem (aquatic and 

terrestrial). 
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Any clearing or disturbance of coastal dune habitat will likely impact several listed 

and non-listed species and coordination with the USFWS will be needed.  This 

coordination should come from the home owner and/or local permitting agency in 

order to adequately inform all parties of potential impacts to Federal listed or 

trust species and their habitats.      

 

Additionally, any illegal land clearing, permitting, non-enforcement of current 

regulations can not be grandfathered in from the Federal perspective even if the 

local or State entity allows it.  Eluding to grandfathering any non-properly 

permitted impacts to Federal listed or trust species to the public would be false. 
 

These coastal dune lakes and surrounding habitat are globally imperiled and 

recently recognized by the State of Florida as ecological treasures.  We encourage 

Walton County and the State of Florida to strongly consider these potential 

pitfalls that can come with not protecting these natural resources to the fullest 

extent practicable. 

 

We also would be available to assist with identifying Federal areas of concern 

within Walton (or other panhandle) County if requested to alleviate the potential 

for unintentional impacts. 

 

Currently, we have initiated a study focusing on the water quality and fish 

communities within the coastal dune lakes.  This is work that has been needed for 

some time now to allow for more educated decision making regarding the coastal 

dune lakes.  The USFWS will be regularly monitoring several of these lakes to 

gather baseline data.    

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

--  

Kristi Yanchis 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Panama City Field Office 

1601 Balboa Ave. 

Panama City, FL 32405 

 

Ph:    (850)769-0552 x252 

Fax:  (850)763-2177 

 

 

 



 


