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1. General process questions that require greater attention 

a) The 50 year planning horizon suggests that something other than traditional road building 

needs to be strongly evaluated.  The basic fact in this corridor is that at this moment in 

time, roads have been the only alternative developed.  Fifty years out this will still be the 

case unless other alternatives are planned and tried.  

b) Explanations are needed regarding the “planning and screening” process.    

c) It is very important to provide an inventory of approved but un-built developments in the 

region of this corridor study area.  

d) Each potential strategy should be assigned some weighting factor so people can 

understand how much of the problem each strategy resolves.  In other words, how does 

one assess the relative importance/value of the “interstate 75 relievers” strategy against 

the “I-75 transportation needs” strategy? 

 

 



 

2. Roadway development and environmental and growth management considerations 

a) Potential Connections to I-10 and the more coastal Tampa to Northwest Florida 

Connection - No mention is made of evaluating and/or prioritizing EXISTING rights-of-

way when looking at expanded capacity such as US 301, US 19, US 27, SR 26, SR 41 

and SR 99.  For example, Highways 19, 27A, 98 is a major divided highway from about 

the Ingles/Yankeetown area to Perry/I-10 toward N.E. Florida and Tallahassee.  This 

Road provides generally unfettered, uncongested travel to the northwest portion of 

Florida.   FDOT efforts could be directed at more stringently managing access, curb cuts 

and development patterns along this route to ensure its long-term SIS use.  This existing 

state route, if innovatively and aggressively managed, can handle highway-based 

transportation needs in this area, linking central to north Florida for many years to come.  

 

b) The Northwest extension of the Florida Turnpike (NEFT).  This project was ventured 

previously and had serious problem in that it crosses important natural resource areas 

such as the Goethe State Forest, Bear Hammock and Halpata Tastanaki Preserve and then 

intersects the combined Highways 19, 27A, 98 at the Gulf Hammock area.    

A possible, and less environmentally sensitive, path may be to allow the Suncoast 

Parkway to extend northeast to an eventual intersection with I-75 somewhere in the 

upper/north Marion County vicinity.  Then the aforementioned extension of the Turnpike 

(the NEFT) would intersect with this Suncoast Parkway extension.  The result would be 

to help move car and truck traffic up and out of the Tampa-Pasco-Hernando areas, 

northeast, providing an alternative to the heavily used I-75 corridor out of the Tampa 

metro area. The Goethe Forest area could be avoided completely. 

Environmentally, this would shift the locus of major intersecting road away from the wet, 

flood prone and hammock coastal lowlands of Levy, Dixie and Taylor counties.  This is a 

very environmentally sensitive portion of the state that has remained relatively 

undeveloped exactly because of these environmental limitations.  As noted above, the 

existing major (and underused) combined highways of 19, 27A, 98 serve this area and 

can continue to do so long into the future if FDOT would work toward innovative access 

management and land development pattern.   

 

c) Extension of a SunCoast Parkway, intersecting I-75 between Ocala and Gainesville area, 

might proceed northeast towards Jacksonville under the Tampa Bay to Northeast Florida 

Study Area Report.  The rationale for this extension would be to serve as auto and 

trucking reliever for the current I-75/I-10 route.  As you can see below, multiple natural 

ecological features must be considered and protected from both direct impact and 

secondary and cumulative impact from the route acting as a land use itself (i.e., the road 

has the strong potential to spur growth wherever it is located, and placement of 

interchanges becomes a critical factor in this respect). 

 



 

 

Any evaluation of the route should give extensive consideration of secondary and 

cumulative impacts that interchange selection can foster.  As is noted below, the Florida 

Wildlife Corridor connects through this area using natural lands, waters, working farms, 

forests and ranches from the Everglades to Georgia, protecting a functional ecological 

corridor for the health of people, wildlife and watersheds. Development of any Tampa-to-

Jacksonville route needs to ensure that this corridor of natural and working public and 

private lands remains strong and viable as a wildlife connector.  

 

Additionally,  any evaluation and analysis of corridor passage through the 

Alachua/Marion Counties Integrated Ecological Areas (Paynes Prairie Preserve State 

Park, Barr Hammock Preserve, Carr Farm/Price's Scrub, Lochloosa Lake and Wildlife 

lands & waters, Orange Lake and wetland area, Orange Creek Restoration lands)  needs 

to avoid impacts to these systems. This assemblage of sensitive lands forms an extremely 

valuable north-central Florida natural asset. 

 

3. Natural systems of state, regional and even local importance that need to be avoided, 

crossed with care or designed and built for appropriately.   

As such a new road extension is sought, initial path choices need to avoid/minimize impacts 

to natural ecological system components, seek means to lessen the footprint of the corridor 

across any sensitive areas (e.g., raised corridor in places) and identify useful mitigative 

actions such as natural corridor linkage opportunities.  The case being made for 

“connectivity” as it relates to economic trends needs to also include the need to similarly 

connect, preserve and protect wildlife habitat corridors in the area. For instance here is a 

cursory list of many of the important natural ecological features in this corridor study area:  

 

West of I-75: 

a) Annutteliga Hammock - Good quality sandhill and upland hardwood forest with a 

species composition similar to more northern regions. Remnants of the Annutteliga 

Hammock occur on steep-sided hills and in small valleys. Twenty archaeological sites 

reflect a rich history of Native American occupation. 

b) Goethe State Forest & Bear Hammock - Extensive stands of longleaf pine flatwoods 

containing many red-cockaded woodpecker colonies plus many other significant features. 

It is a part of the larger Gulf Hammock and Waccasassa drainage area – Low wet and 

ecologically rich. 

c) Halpata Tastanaki Preserve – This area protects the banks and wetlands of the 

Withlacoochee River. It borders the north bank for 5 miles and extends to the barge canal 

in the north. The property contains floodplain forest and swamp. 

d) Withlacoochee State Forest - Comprised of 7 large tracts (that would benefit by 

possible connector pieces), this forest extends from the salt marshes on the Gulf of 

Mexico, through the Brooksville Ridge down to the flatwoods & cypress swamps of the 

Green Swamp. It contains the headwaters of the Little Withlacoochee River and many  



 

miles of the Withlacoochee River. High quality sandhills support red-cockaded 

woodpecker populations of national significance. The SE areas contain large expanses of 

longleaf pine flatwoods & cypress. 

e) Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway State Recreation and Conservation 

Area & Withlacoochee State Trail – A very important as a greenspace across 4 

counties. Some high quality natural lands are found within. It encompasses 240 miles of 

trails and is a part of the State’s transportation infrastructure of high value in multiple 

ways.  

f) The Waccasassa Flats - In the central part of Gilchrist County this area comprises about 

125 sq. miles of sensitive lands The Flats are not actually flat, but instead consist of sand 

hills that represent a relict barrier island.  This area is a sensitive area that serves as 

headwater recharge and delivery to the Waccasassa River and Gulf Hammock area.  

 

East of I-75: 

a) Watermelon Pond Area - Located on the Brooksville Ridge, this landscape is of high 

quality longleaf pine sandhills, pocked with marshes and lakes, provides important 

habitat for rare animals such as Sherman's fox squirrels, gopher tortoises, and Florida 

sandhill cranes. It encompasses a major aquifer recharge area in Alachua County. 

b) Longleaf Pine Ecosystem - Ross Prairie Sandhill – Consists of several sites, the 

Longleaf Pine Ecosystem encompassing two of the largest and best remaining fragments 

of longleaf pine sandhill in Florida. The project also harbors several rare animals, such as 

the red-cockaded woodpecker, Floridascrub-jay, and gopher tortoise. This particular site 

is a large tract that supports several rare plants and animals. Natural communities within 

the site include sandhill, scrub, xeric hammock, and depression marsh. 

c) Alachua/Marion Counties Integrated Ecological Areas of Paynes Prairie Preserve 

State Park, Barr Hammock Preserve, Carr Farm/Price's Scrub, Lochloosa Lake 

and Wildlife lands & waters, Orange Lake and wetland area, Orange Creek 

Restoration lands - This assemblage of sensitive lands contains a diverse assemblage of 

17 upland and wetland natural communities. It comprises the majority of the land bridge 

between Ledwith and Levy Prairies and includes a portion of Ledwith Prairie, which 

fluctuates between a lake and a basin marsh much like the larger and better known 

Paynes Prairie. Ledwith Prairie is especially important because it is one of the only large 

prairie/lakes in Alachua County that has a natural shoreline uninterrupted by 

development. At least 20 listed species. 

d) Newnan’s Lake Conservation Area and surrounding wet and sensitive lands - The 

resources of Lochloosa Lake area include large populations of birds of prey, a bird 

rookery used by wood storks, and one of the largest intact mesic flatwoods remaining in 

Alachua County. Magnesia Springs within the project supports the only known 

population in the world of the loose-coiled snail. Nineteen other rare species of animals 

are known to occur on site, including wood stork, bald eagle, Florida sandhill crane, and 

Florida black bear. 



 

e) San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park – A diverse assemblage of natural 

communities including well-developed upland mixed forest mesic hammock (with 

limestone outcrops and extreme elevation changes), bottomland forests, sandhills, hydric 

hammock, swamp, sinkholes, springs. Karst. 

f) Santa Fe Swamp Conservation Area and surrounding Lake Santa Fe waters, 

wetlands and ecologically sensitive lands - The surface headwaters of the Santa Fe and 

Lake Alto Swamps – there is a need to protect undeveloped portions. Consists of a series 

of 14 tracts in the vicinity of Lake Santa Fe. The dominant natural communities are basin 

and dome swamps. Other natural communities include basin marsh, baygall, and upland 

mixed forest. Karst. 

g) Ordway-Swisher Biological Station Lands - Rolling sandhills and old fields that 

overlook large basin marshes and upland sandhill lakes. Other natural communities 

include baygall, marsh lake, xeric hammock, basin swamp, clastic upland lake, and 

upland mixed forest. There is a small area of planted pine and mesic flatwoods. The 

station is home to many rare plant and animal species associated with sandhills. 

h) Camp Blanding Military Reservation - Several thousand acres of sandhills occur in the 

southern half of the facility. A steephead ravine drains this large area of sandhill. Pristine 

sandhill upland lakes are also present. Among the pine plantations in the northern half of 

the facility are mesic flatwoods supporting red-cockaded woodpeckers. The headwaters 

of Black Creek, with baygall and bottomland forests, also occur here. Small patches of 

scrub are present in the fire shadows of several of the lakes. The area serves as a 

connection for bears to Osceola National Forest and theFlorida Wildlife Corridor 

connects through this area using natural lands, waters, working farms, forests and ranches 

from the Everglades to Georgia, protecting a functional ecological corridor for the health 

of people, wildlife and watersheds.  

 



 

i) Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway - Etoniah Creek - The Etoniah/Cross Florida 

Greenway protects large expanses of flatwoods, sandhill, and scrub. The effort serves to 

fill gaps in the Cross Florida Greenway and protect wildlife such as the Florida black 

bear. This particular site includes sandhills, scrub, scrubby flatwoods, mesic flatwoods, 

hydric hammocks, and dome swamps. The Florida Wildlife Corridor connects through 

this area using natural lands, waters, working farms, forests and ranches from the 

Everglades to Georgia, protecting a functional ecological corridor for the health of 

people, wildlife and watersheds.Rare species include gopher tortoise, Florida scrub-jay, 

red-cockaded woodpecker, Sherman's fox squirrel, and Florida mouse. The endemic 

Etoniah rosemary is found here. 

j) Osceola National Forest & Pinhock Swamp - The uplands in this forest are flatwoods 

and some sandhills, that together support populations of red-cockaded woodpeckers, 

gopher tortoises, and eastern indigo snakes. These lands also provide important habitat 

for the Florida black bear. The forest contains part of Pinhook Swamp, which is an 

extension of the Okefenokee Swamp. Two of Florida's major rivers, the St. Marys and the 

Suwannee, have most of their headwaters in those swamps.  The Florida Wildlife 

Corridor connects through this area using natural lands, waters, working farms, forests 

and ranches from the Everglades to Georgia. 

k) Raiford to Osceola Greenway - An ecological connector, this project is located between 

Camp Blanding Military Reservation and Osceola National Forest. Most the site consists 

of silvicultural lands including pine plantations, clearcuts, and associated ruderal areas. 

Forested wetlands, such as floodplain forest, basin swamp and baygalls, border the creeks 

and streams that drain from the site. Numerous dome swamps are scattered throughout 

the property. The Florida Wildlife Corridor connects through this area using natural 

lands, waters, working farms, forests and ranches from the Everglades to Georgia. 

l) Jennings State Forest - This forest contains excellent examples of sandhills and some 

rare northeast Florida seepage slopes. It protects the headwaters of Black Creek and 

connects Cecil Field Conservation Corridor and Camp Blanding Military Reservation. 

The Florida Wildlife Corridor connects through this area using natural lands, waters, 

working farms, forests and ranches from the Everglades to Georgia. 

m) Ichetucknee Springshed - A major karst area with underground conduits and a variety 

of sinkholes that  lead to Ichetucknee Springs and River and eventually to the Santa Fe 

River.   

Santa Fe & River Rise Preserve State Park – Highly Karst lands with beautiful hardwood 

forests surrounding the area where the Santa Fe River emerges after disappearing at Oleno State 

Park and flowing underground for miles. 


