
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 28, 2013 

 

Ms. Huiwei Shen, Project Manager  

Florida Department of Transportation  

605 Suwannee Street, MS 28  

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 

RE:  Detailed Comments Tampa Bay to Central Florida Study Area Concept Report & Pilot Study Area 

Dear Ms. Shen: 

On behalf of the below organizations, I am writing to provide comments on this study area concept report.  

This letter is a summary overview of the issues that 1000 Friends of Florida raised in detail in the attached 

assessment. 

While we see recognition of the growth of the Tampa Bay/Orlando area into a “super region,” we do not 

see recognition of the already approved, but unbuilt development that will influence this growth.  This 

is especially important given the presence of urban growth boundaries in the area and the pressing need to 

address existing congestion areas first before impact rural greenfield areas. 

The proposed Southeastern Orlando/Southern Brevard connector seems to deal primarily with projected 

congestion problems, and data presented appeared to do little to relieve congestion on I-4 and other 

existing congestion areas.  We continue to believe that such existing congestion problems should not only 

be a priority, but that to the maximum extent possible, existing roadway networks should be assessed for 

their potential to be modified to handle this traffic. 

As a “super region” that contains important greenbelts and ecological features, including ranches and 

farmlands, it is imperative that some type of working group of local, state, regional, and federal 

environmental and land use experts be assembled to guide mobility options that promote and protect these 

features.  We believe such a group might be a subcommittee to a larger Wekiva type process that 

successfully integrated environmental and wildlife protection with new transportation improvements.  

Such a working group is critical to the long term protection of areas like Deseret Ranch, the Green 

Swamp, the St. Johns River, and other important ecosystems identified by both the Florida Ecological 

Greenways Network Critical Linkages and the FWC’s Critical Lands and Waters Identification Project 

(CLIP).   

We believe it will be necessary to bring a robust set of tools to this process that must include wildlife 

corridors, land acquisition and permanent conservation easements.  In addition, both as an environmental 

and engineering consideration, all deliberations must be sensitive to the impacts of projected sea level 

rise, especially in the historic floodplain of the St. Johns River.  All of these factors are especially 

important to overcome what we would argue is a false assertion that the entire length of the I-4 corridor is 

and/or will become a continuous swath of urbanized development. In fact, three wildlife crossings are 

being constructed under the I-4 Ultimate Plan from SR 44 to I-95 and others are needed in the Green 

Swamp and along additional segments to maintain and enhance connectivity for panthers, bears and other 

wildlife.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two existing transportation projects already under active development, All Aboard Florida (AAF) and 

the SunRail commuter line, have great potential for relieving traffic congestion within the study area, 

promoting infill development, and minimizing regional environmental impacts.  This corridor study area 

must take full advantage of the opportunities these projects present, and in no way should become an 

impediment to both moving forward as expeditiously as possible.  Given the very limited transportation 

options for the tourism and business travelers, and the almost uniform reliance on additional roadways, it 

will be critical for this study area to include and promote such alternatives as AAF and SunRail.  A true 

multi-modal outcome must be the goal here. 

We have real concerns with analyses that rely on VMT and commuting pattern data based on the 2006-

2008 time period.  Using such information which was at its peak just before the recession began is 

problematic.  It cannot necessarily be assumed that as soon as the region fully recovers that past trends 

will resume.  More current information is required in order to fairly evaluate project option costs and 

priorities. 

Finally, this entire effort should be based on a statewide transportation investment plan, developed by 

FDOT, as part of an overall, long term state business plan.  Such a plan could present the vision for our 

economy, communities and environment before the future corridors initiative begins.  The transportation 

investment plan then would allow us to focus on connecting major economic centers, developing fixed 

guideway transit systems within major cities, and addressing deficits in existing facilities rather than 

serving or promoting development in open spaces.  In all cases, we must have comprehensive evaluations 

of transportation alternatives and options, especially new technologies, which include all associated costs. 

Please include this correspondence in your public comment record for the Tampa Bay to Central Florida 

Study Area Concept Report. 

Sincerely, 

 

Charles G. Pattison, FAICP 

President, 1000 Friends of Florida 

Charles Lee 

Director of Advocacy 

Audubon Florida 

Lisa Rinaman 

St. Johns Riverkeeper 

Laurie Macdonald 

Florida Director 

Defenders of Wildlife 

 

Nicole Johnson, Director of Governmental Relations 

The Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

 

Enclosure 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  Lisa Rinaman, St. Johns Riverkeeper 

Charles Lee, Director of Advocacy, Audubon Florida 

Laurie Macdonald, Florida Director, Defenders of Wildlife 

Alexis Meyer, Sierra Club 

Brad Cornell, Collier Audubon 

Craig Diamond, Sierra Club  

David Cullen, Sierra Club 

Eric Eikenberg, Everglades Foundation   

Frank Jackalone, Sierra Club 

Janet E. Bowman, The Nature Conservancy 

John Ryan, Sierra Club 

Lisa Interlandi, The Everglades Foundation  

Nancy Hill, The Everglades Foundation 

Nicole Johnson, The Conservancy of Southwest Florida  

Yvonne Gsteiger, The Everglades Foundation 

Julianne Thomas, The Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
 


