
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 28, 2013 

 

Ms. Huiwei Shen, Project Manager  

Florida Department of Transportation  

605 Suwannee Street, MS 28  

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 

RE:  Summary & Detailed Comments Tampa Bay to Northeast Florida Study Area Concept 

Report 

Dear Ms. Shen: 

On behalf of the below organizations, I am writing to provide comments on this study area 

concept report.  This letter is a summary overview of the issues that 1000 Friends of Florida 

raised in detail in the attached assessment. 

We are particularly interested in seeing that a true, comprehensive long-term program, such as 

the 50 year planning horizon for this corridor, considers ALL modes of travel and mobility 

options in coordination with good land use planning principles and programs already in place at 

the local, regional and state levels of government.  This must mean that exclusive reliance on 

new roadway connections is avoided, and that early in the process, a sound basis is established 

for valuing various proposed options.  It must also mean a careful and comprehensive analysis of 

EXISTING roads and rights-of-way with a priority for avoiding facilities that result in new 

impacts to sensitive and undisturbed environmental features.   In addition, it is important that an 

emphasis be placed on addressing existing congestion areas rather than simply providing new 

capacity and connections for future development. 

Two proposed projects within the study area, both of which include new roadways, are of 

specific concern.  The first is the northwest extension of the Florida Turnpike (NEFT).  

Controversial in the past due to the extreme environmental sensitivity of the area such a roadway 

would cross, it remains so today.  The second, an extension of the SunCoast Parkway, would 

similarly impact numerous environmental areas.  Both projects demand the highest levels of 

analysis and study, especially the ability of these proposals to relieve traffic congestion on I-75.  

For these reasons, we believe strong consideration should be given to allowing the SunCoast 

Parkway to extend in a northeasterly direction to intersect with I-75, and then have NEFT 

connect to this extension. 

This study area contains some of Florida’s most significant natural areas.  The attached detailed 

comments list 20 such resources, all of which must be considered “important state resources” 

under Chapter 163.3184(3) (b) 2, F.S.  In justifying this study area using economic connectivity 

trends, it cannot be emphasized enough that a similar justification for connecting, preserving and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

protecting wildlife habitat corridors, water recharge features, and important recreation areas must 

also be included. 

We ask that these comments be made part of your public comment process for the Tampa Bay to 

Northeast Florida Study Area Concept Report. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Charles G. Pattison, FAICP 

President, 1000 Friends of Florida 

Charles Lee 

Director of Advocacy 

Audubon Florida 

Lisa Rinaman 

St. Johns Riverkeeper 

Laurie Macdonald 

Florida Director 

Defenders of Wildlife 

 

Nicole Johnson, Director of Governmental Relations 

Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

 

Enclosure 

Cc:  Lisa Rinaman, St. Johns Riverkeeper 

Charles Lee, Director of Advocacy, Audubon Florida 

Laurie Macdonald, Florida Director, Defenders of Wildlife 

Alexis Meyer, Sierra Club 

Brad Cornell, Collier Audubon 

Craig Diamond, Sierra Club  

David Cullen, Sierra Club 

Eric Eikenberg, Everglades Foundation   

Frank Jackalone, Sierra Club 

Janet E. Bowman, The Nature Conservancy 

John Ryan, Sierra Club 

Lisa Interlandi, The Everglades Foundation  

Nancy Hill, The Everglades Foundation 

Nicole Johnson, The Conservancy of Southwest Florida  

Yvonne Gsteiger, The Everglades Foundation 

Julianne Thomas, The Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


