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September 27, 2007

Randall McEleheney

Northwest Florida Transportation Corridor Authority

132 Harrison Ave. 

Panama City, FL 32401

Ray Reissener

HDR Inc.

109 Harrison Ave

Panama City, FL 32401

Dear Randall and Ray:


Thank you for meeting with 1000 Friends of Florida on September 19 to discuss our concerns regarding growth impacts of the Northwest Florida Transportation Corridor Authority’s Master Plan.  It was encouraging to hear that you share many of our concerns.


We hope that you will continue to bear the following in mind as the process of implementing the Master Plan goes forward:

· An opportunity exists in Northwest Florida to guide development that is no longer available in many parts of the State

· Although land use decisions are made at the local level, transportation will be the single most critical factor in influencing these decisions and determining the shape and impact of development in the Panhandle

· Incredible natural resources in the region make coordinated planning of the utmost importance

· Although the Authority has not yet secured funding for its proposals, the more momentum there is behind a project, the more difficult it becomes to revise it in light of new considerations

For these reasons, we urge the Authority to be proactive about bringing growth management stakeholders into the process now and, specifically, to:

· Consider the growth impacts on the eastern end of the proposed Eglin bypass, which is likely to increase sprawl development along Route 331 and Freeport.

· Remove the Freeport-West Bay Connector, as conceptually aligned, from the Master Plan – to go forward with PD&E on this project given that the land affected includes Nokuse Florida Forever lands and the Choctawhatchee WMA.  A more fruitful exercise would be to identify a different conceptual alignment that does not affect these lands, and use it as a starting point for a PD&E.

· Consider alternatives to Gulf Coast Parkway, such as overpasses to relieve congestion at Tyndall – this road, which is not currently identified as limited access, will open up sensitive lands to destructive sprawl development.  You cited economic development as the primary reason for this road – we believe there are better and more sustainable ways to promote the area economy for the future.

· Revisit the North Pensacola Beltway concept, which is certain to encourage sprawl development.  Although it is slated as limited access, its position relative to the city inevitably will draw development away from the urban core and into undeveloped land.

· Consider any and all possibilities for utilizing existing corridors (e.g., West Bay Bypass concept runs very close to existing roads)

We look forward to continuing this dialogue as planning for northwest Florida’s transportation system proceeds.

Sincerely,
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Charles Pattison, AICP




Uma Outka, Esq.


Executive Director





Legal Director

1000 Friends of Florida
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