September 9, 2009
The Honorable Bill Nelson, Senator
Washington, D.C.
United States Senate
716 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Re: CLEAN-TEA, S. 575
Dear Senator Nelson:

1000 Friends of Florida is writing to support the Clean Low-Emission Affordable New Transportation Efficiency Act (CLEAN-TEA), S. 575, and to urge you to co-sponsor this important, forward-thinking legislation. Founded in 1986, 1000 Friends of Florida is a statewide 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization devoted to environmental conservation and livable communities through better design and planning. We educate, advocate, negotiate and help citizens have the technical knowledge and access needed to ensure that public and private decisions lead to livable communities. 
CLEAN-TEA complements vital efforts to adopt a comprehensive cap on greenhouse gases by ensuring that states and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) have the framework and resources to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector. CLEAN-TEA would set aside 10 percent of the revenues raised by this type of legislation to help states and regions develop and implement plans to provide transportation alternatives that reduce vehicle miles traveled and save people money at the gas pump by investing in smart growth and green transportation, such as public transit, intercity rail, and pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.  
Further, this effort would also lend support of Florida’s climate change legislation, HB 697, which was passed over a year ago. The Florida Legislature enacted HB 697 in the 2008 session. HB 697 establishes new local planning requirements relating to energy efficient land use patterns, transportation strategies to address greenhouse gas reductions, energy conservation, and energy efficient housing. These new requirements became effective on July 1, 2008. Nevertheless, implementation of these requirements presents the Department and local governments with new challenges and opportunities.
Most Floridians live in communities that lack convenient and reliable access to public transportation or walking and bicycling facilities. This situation persists despite unprecedented demand for more walkable communities with better transportation choices. With the technical assistance and resources provided by CLEAN-TEA the regions in Florida could take advantage of opportunities for both short and longer term GHG reductions through smarter transportation plans and programs.  

Funding from CLEAN-TEA could fund important transportation projects in Florida such as:
· Projects that Provide and Promote Transportation Choices. These should include freight rail, light rail and trolleys (even for mid-sized cities such as Tallahassee, Gainesville and Sarasota), high-speed rail, buses, rapid transit, bicycling, and walking. In addition, improvements in connectivity within, and between, these various modes of transportation need to given higher priorities. Presently little choice is available in Florida, and by default most everyone has to drive by auto to get anywhere.

· Projects that Link Transportation and Land Use, and Promote Smarter Growth. Low-density sprawl typically makes driving the only realistic transportation option. Land development policies should be aimed at promoting “traditional” development patterns that place people closer to jobs, shopping, and other activities.  Linking transportation and land use and promoting smarter growth can occur by re-evaluation of existing communities to enhance street networks to provide more route choices and interconnections, which can reduce driving and congestion. Within older or new developed areas opportunities to develop and better integrate alternate transportation modes such as trolleys and urban light rails should be sought and acted upon.  Planning and constructing such options and integrated transportation networks in Florida communities will help drive land use density and intensity decisions. Availability and proximity to such alternatives helps to drive up the density and mix of land uses to levels that eventually produce necessary revenues.  

· Projects that Promote Cleaner, More Efficient Vehicles. The average fuel economy of motor vehicles in the U.S. was higher 20 years ago than it is today. Higher efficiency standards and development of alternative fuels and vehicles could greatly decrease oil use and tailpipe emissions.  A start to this can be that all government owned fleets lead the way in efficiency and use of alternate fuels. 

We encourage your leadership and co-sponsorship of CLEAN-TEA, legislation that would reduce our greenhouse gas emissions, dependence on foreign oil, and save money and improve the quality of life for the residents of Florida.
Sincerely,

Charles G. Pattison, FAICP

President, 1000 Friends of Florida

