Kerry-Lieberman American Power Act

Key Take-Aways

The draft Kerry-Lieberman clean-energy bill is a major endorsement of clean transportation options as a critical strategy for energy independence and climate protection. 

· Senators Kerry and Lieberman deserve high praise for realizing that the funding in their bill needs to be targeted to projects and programs that will actually help reduce oil consumption and decrease emissions.

It is a win for the country as a whole on several levels:

· It provides consumers with safe, clean and affordable options for public transportation, walking and bicycling, as well as better-managed, less congested highways;

· It provides states and local communities some of the resources needed to plan for and provide those options;

· It is a down-payment on an overdue plan to reduce our over-reliance on oil. 

Roughly a third of climate-harming emissions and 70 percent of oil consumed in the U.S. come from the transportation sector. 

As the BP oil spill so vividly reminds us, every gallon of oil we save not only helps the planet, but also makes our nation more secure. 
We also thank Senators Tom Carper (DE), who led an effort with Senators Merkley (OR), Bennet (CO), Nelson (FL), Lautenberg (NJ), Cardin (MD), Gillibrand (NY), Specter (PA), and Boxer (CA) to ensure this legislation would include these essential clean transportation reforms and funding. 

The Provisions

This bill includes important reforms to ensure that states and regions are able to do their fair share to reduce emissions from the transportation sector, since they are responsible for so much of the infrastructure built in the U.S. The bill:

· Sets national goals for reducing oil use and greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector;

· Provides tools and resources for states and regions to measure current and projected future oil use and greenhouse emissions from transportation plans and projects;

· It requires that states and metro areas set emissions targets for greenhouse gases, and make plans to meet those targets;

· It provides $6.25 billion a year in clean-energy funding for states and regions to help them plan for a low-carbon future and build clean transportation projects. This funding is split among:

· 1/3 toward the USDOT TIGER program (a maximum of $1.875 billion), a popular competitive grant program started in the stimulus bill,

· 1/3 toward a new program (a maximum of $1.875 billion) to fund state and local projects that reduce oil consumption and greenhouse gas emissions; and

· 1/3 for the Highway Trust Fund ( a maximum of $2.5 billion), for investments consistent with the transportation greenhouse gas reduction plans
Proof points

Jobs and the economy:

· The bill will put people to work building clean transportation infrastructure and manufacturing rail cars, vehicles and technology. 

· The Economic Policy Institute estimates that approximately 13 percent of all jobs created by transit investment are in manufacturing. 
· By expanding the domestic manufacture of these technologies, this bill will support the overall growth and sustainability of key U.S. industries – and ensure our country continues to build towards a 21st century economy
·  Clean transportation investments save people money, by allowing them to drive less and spend less on gas. For example, households in areas without any transportation choices spend nearly a quarter of their income on transportation costs, while people in areas with transportation choices spend less than 10 percent. 
Demand for Clean Transportation:

· 82%, across all parties and demographics, agreed the nation as a whole would be stronger with an expanded and improved public transportation system, including 79% in rural areas.

· 75% agreed that “expanding and improving our transportation options will help us reduce our dependence on foreign oil.”

· 58% agreed that a larger share of transportation dollars should go to public transportation and making streets safe for walking and biking, with a majority saying they would double the share that currently goes to transit.

· The US DOT’s $1.5 billion competitive TIGER program received requests to fund 345 transit and rail projects with a total cost of $16.3 billion. 

