Develop Fixed-Trolley Routes 
In Several Mid-Sized Florida Cities?
All too often we think of transit development as something big, congested cities need to help them out of the grid-lock they have created.  I suggest, and would be interested in the discussion regarding, moving ahead to lay the tracks for a number of Florida’s mid-sized cities to establish fixed trolley lines - at least main downtown spurs or developed-node-to developed-node connectors.  Cities like Tallahassee, Gainesville, Pensacola, Sarasota would be bettered by such investment because gridlock has not yet set-in, the land costs are reasonably cheap;  travel points are reasonable close (less sprawled) to one another than in our existing larger urban areas; and,  the pattern of development is still malleable.  Planning for and beginning the investment in minimal trolley system backbones would be cheaper than waiting 20 years until we really do have gridlock. By initiating these systems now we would be essentially helping to drive the urban development pattern and densities toward a desirable alternative.  

As the example I am most familiar with, Tallahassee, an initial minimal system of a line down the Tennessee/Mahan Street from Capital Circle west to Capital Circle East (Straight line down the existing FDOT right-of-way) with a “T” cross-connection line running from Monroe Street south (Orange Avenue) to the Tallahassee Mall/Interstate-10 area on North Monroe. This is no original idea, and in fact reflects a variant of a potential system described to me by Ron Garrison, Tallahassee’s Star Metro Director.  
Deployment of the basic “T” backbone lines would:  1.) show long-term commitment, 
2.) act to draw development to the adjacent streets (both commercial and residential to the service area; 3.) service the two state universities and a community college (FSU, FAMU and TCC); 4.) service many of the state offices and Capitol complex and hotels; and,  5.) provide emphasis and reality to Tallahassee’s moving forward toward the “Complete Street” concept.  Such an urban investment strategy would drive an urban development pattern that can compete and offer an alternative to the existing “greenfield” sprawl that cheap gas and lower cost land at the city edges tended to promote in our recent past. 
For Tallahassee and other Florida mid-sized cities to get from where they are today to a situation described above isn’t all that far to travel.  Nevertheless, it’s likely too far without state assistance and collaboration.  Our state legislative transportation committees as well as the FDOT ought to give serious thought to such approaches and examine and devise funding support scenarios that would assist our growing mid-sized cities in such a positive direction.  Many of these cities will become our crowded larger urban areas over the next score or more years unless serious investment in transit backbones begins today.  
