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Volunteers Needed

Florida Black Bears Need Your Help
Human-Bear conflicts are increasing as more and more people move into bear habitat. The key to reducing the number of conflicts (bears in garbage, raiding wildlife feeders, steeling pet food and causing property damage) lies in educating Florida’s residents on living in bear country. This means that people who choose to live adjacent to bear habitat need to learn how to secure or remove anything that might attract a bear. These are usually small changes that people need to make in order to keep bears from becoming a problem or to end bear problems that already exist. There are several ways you can help:
Bear Packet Distribution: The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) takes many calls about bear conflicts here in NW Florida. We often receive calls from residents that are doing all the right things to secure their trash and other attractants, but their neighbors do not know what to do so the bear is still in the area and it drags the neighbor’s garbage across their lawn. Bear packets contain information about living in black bear country and securing or removing attractants. People throughout these neighborhoods need this information. FWC would supply you with the bear packets, and you would distribute them door to door in problem areas. 

Bear Program Presenter: FWC has formed partnerships with various facilities across the Panhandle where educational bear programs can be presented to the public. These presentations are designed to teach the general public about Florida Black Bears and how to avoid human-bear conflicts. FWC would provide training to anyone wishing to become a bear program presenter. You would receive a computer CD with a PowerPoint presentation on it as well as a presentation outline with notes on the presentation. Then you would be called on a few times a year to give the presentation at one of the facilities supplied by FWC’s partners. The facilities partner would also supply a computer and projector for doing the PowerPoint presentation. FWC would supply advertising for the presentation, and we would supply educational brochures, coloring books, etc. for distribution at the presentation.

Bear Builder: There are some people; due to physical handicaps, age or other reasons; that have trouble securing their attractants. These people need someone that can retrofit a trashcan for them or that can build them a bear resistant trashcan caddy. The resident would supply the materials, or if it is determined that this would be a financial hardship, FWC might be able to find funding for materials. Limited carpentry skills would be needed, and FWC can provide training and plans on how to retrofit cans and build trashcan caddies.
For more info on any of these opportunities contact Alan Knothe at alan.knothe@myfwc.com or 850-265-3676. If you would like to volunteer, please fill out the attached form.






