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As a member of the Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida, I have the op-

portunity to see insightful presentations on issues facing our state.  The Century 

Commission is making slow but steady progress, launching a statewide values 

survey, developing a map of remaining conservation lands needing protection, and 

researching possible sustainability indicators for Florida.

Dr. Tim Chapin, Professor of Urban and Regional Planning at Florida State 

University, recently provided a fascinating overview of citizen attitudes, as measured 

in 34 polls and articles about growth management over the last several years.  The 

report is available at www.centurycommission.org/current_projects.asp under 

“FSU Study on Citizen Attitudes.”  Dr. Chapin’s fi ndings are remarkably similar to 

those from the statewide poll 1000 Friends conducted in 2000.  Based on his un-

derlying fi nding that there are numerous statistically valid measurements of citizen 

attitudes towards growth and development in Florida, he found:

• Citizens have substantial concerns about the pace of growth in their communities.

• The dominant citizen perception is that ongoing population growth negatively 

affects the state overall and compromises the quality of life.

• The major growth-related issues of concern include transportation, 

environmental quality, education, and growth management.

• Growth management is seen as an important function of state and local 

government.

• Support for growth management does not mean that managing and mitigating for 

growth impacts is seen as successful.

• There continues to be a willingness to pay for amenities that 

 contribute to the quality of life.

Clearly, better tools are needed for managing growth––tools 

that offer certainty, fl exibility, fi nancial commitments, and 

long-term environmental protection.  Those tools that can be 

shown to make a lasting difference will be supported; those that 

offer promises without accountability will not.  The upcoming 

elections provide us with an opportunity to ask all candidates 

to address the public’s continuing strong interest in growth 

management programs.  Please visit www.1000friendsoffl orida.org 

for a list of questions 1000 Friends has submitted to the gubernatorial candidates.

Stormy Weather
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Mecca Farms: The Saga Continues

Photographer in Focus: Ed Lawlor
Specializing in wading bird portraiture and powerful landscapes, Ed Lawlor is 
an award-winning fi ne art photographer with more than 15 years of nature, 
wildlife and landscape photography experience.  Recognized for his dramatic 
and breathtaking images, Lawlor believes in bringing nature – in its most raw 
and wild environment – to an art form for those who would not otherwise have 
access.  

Lawlor is an experienced UPI photographer and his images have been seen in a 
variety of periodicals and dailies including Florida Wildlife, The Tampa Tribune, 
Suncoast News and St. Petersburg Times, to name a few.  Due to his concern 
for the protection of the environment, combined with his breathtaking natural, 
yet artful, photography, Ed’s images were most recently selected for a one 
man, three-month show in the State of Florida’s Governor’s Gallery. 

When not working on a book of his most celebrated images, Mr. Lawlor’s 
riverfront home and Backyard Wildlife Habitat (a sanction awarded by the 
National Wildlife Federation) in New Port Richey, Florida, provide him hours of 
relaxation and enjoyment.

For more information on Ed and his work, please visit 
www.lawlorphotography.com.

After the lengthy and successful push to relocate 

the Scripps Research Institute to a more appropriate 

easterly location, 1000 Friends continues to advocate 

for sensitive treatment for the Mecca Farms site.  Palm 

Beach County Commissioners have stated they want 

to recoup the money they spent on Mecca Farms by 

allowing up to 6,000 homes on the old orange grove.  

1000 Friends has issued a position paper and a 

modifi ed settlement agreement that outline ways for 

the county to recoup its loss without developing homes 

on the site.  These includes a number of smart growth 

recommendations.  Most notable is the call for the 

transfer of development rights from Mecca Farms to 

other properties slated for development in the area 

covered by the Sector Plan.  This would allow the county 

to get a full return on its investment in Mecca Farms, 

and let the undeveloped land be used for restoration 

activities for the northern Everglades.  1000 Friends 

continues discussions with other affected parties to 

advocate for this win-win solution.  
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Despite several decades of efforts to 

better link transportation and land 

use planning in the state, large road 

projects are being discussed that 

could radically change the face of 

Florida in the coming years. The 

Florida Turnpike Authority is 

calling for a series of new roads, 

including the Heartland Coast-to-

Coast Parkway, an east-west turnpike 

linking Manatee and St. Lucie 

Counties, and the Heartland Parkway, 

a north-south turnpike linking Polk 

and Lee Counties, as well as a Polk 

County Southeastern Extension. 

Additionally, the Florida Depart-

ment of Transportation and the 

Florida Transportation Commission 

are promoting the construction of 

regional highways to be known as 

“Florida’s Bicentennial Corridors.” 

Most recently, the Legislative Budget 

Commission set aside $46 million 

to acquire land from The St. Joe 

Company for the development of 

as-yet unspecifi ed roads in the 

Florida Panhandle.  

While the 2025 Florida 

Transportation Plan calls for the 

establishment of statewide criteria 

to address regional and community 

goals, these major road planning 

projects appear to be moving 

forward independent of that process.  

To express some serious concerns 

about this lack of coordination, 1000 

Friends Vice President Tim Jackson 

sent a letter to the Florida Depart-

ment of Transportation outlining 

recommended criteria for new road 

corridors.  These are available at 

www.1000friendsoffl orida.org.

With so many major projects 

on the drawing board, concerned 

citizens across the state must remain 

active and vigilant to ensure that 

community values are addressed, and 

natural areas enhanced. 

Transportation Plans          
 Call for 

Major New Roads

Martin County Rural Lands 
Study Nearing Completion
Public meetings on rural lands in 
Martin County have been heating up. 
On one side are advocates for main-
taining the status quo, on the other 
are those wanting to open the lands 
for increased development. All await 
the results of the Martin County Rural 
Lands Study, due for release in late 
2006. 

1000 Friends has called on the 
county to help determine whether 
additional land is truly needed to 
accommodate Martin County’s 

projected growth. The county is being 
asked to answer questions such as: 
How much development can already 
be accommodated under current 
plans? How much land is needed for 
Everglades restoration efforts?  And 
how much growth do Martin County 
residents wish to accommodate?   

These and other issues were 
included in a series of op eds that 
ran in the Martin County edition 
of the Palm Beach Post in early  
October.  They are available at 

www.1000friendsoffl orida.org.
Additionally, 1000 Friends is 

recommending that the county 
continue to hold the line on sprawl 
while increasing efforts to promote 
quality new development in already 
urbanized areas. This would allow for 
the expansion of programs that protect 
in perpetuity sensitive 
natural and agricultural rural lands. 

For more information please 
contact Charles Pattison at 
cpattison@1000fof.org. 



fall 2006 5

Negotiations continue with repre-

sentatives of Palm Beach County 

and the Florida Department of 

Community Affairs regarding pro-

posed revisions to the Sector Plan 

that will govern development in the 

county’s rural western lands, 

including lands adjoining the former 

Scripps site at Mecca Farms. 1000 

Friends is seeking a more preferable 

defi nition of ‘open space’ that will 

offer better protection of agricultural 

lands, Everglades restoration efforts, 

and public access. Earlier this year, 

county commissioners sought to 

change the meaning of open space 

to incorporate road rights-of-way, 

storm water ponds, and buffers, 

and eliminated requirements that 

lands defi ned as open space be 

contiguous.

Sector Plan Discussions Continue
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Jennifer L. Seney, Executive 

Director of Pascowildlife, Inc., 

received a Community Steward 

Award from 1000 Friends at the 

August 8 meeting of the Pasco 

County Board of County Commis-

sioners.  Presenting the award were 

1000 Friends Executive Director 

Charles Pattison, Board Member 

Kathy Castor, and area activist 

Alison Berke-Morano.  A reception 

followed the presentation.

Seney was honored for her lead-

ership in the successful passage of 

“Penny for Pasco,” a local 2004 sales 

tax referendum for the purchase of 

environmentally sensitive lands.  She 

now chairs the Environmental Lands 

Acquisition Selection Committee, 

which evaluates land for possible 

county acquisition.

Having taken the lead in efforts to 

establish rural character areas to 

limit development in the county, 

Seney was also honored for her 

active participation in the local 

planning process.  She served for 

fi ve years on the citizen advisory 

committee that shaped the county’s 

comprehensive plan amendments 

that were recently transmitted to the 

Florida Department of Community 

Affairs for fi nal review.  

“I am proud of Pasco County 

staff, County Commissioners and 

the people of Pasco for making bold 

moves to do things differently here,” 

said Seney.  “I’m grateful to have 

been a part of it.”

Sue Mullins of The Nature Con-

servancy, and Pasco County resident 

Alison Berke-Morano nominated 

Seney for the award.  According to 

Mullins, “The changes Seney has 

wrought in one Florida county will 

last forever.”
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Honored By

Pascowildlife Director
1000 Friends

Bob and Sharon Blanchard, 
owners of Little Everglades Ranch, 
received a Community Steward 
award from 1000 Friends at the 
August 8 meeting of the Pasco 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners. They were recognized for 
their environmentally sensitive 
stewardship of the 1,798-acre 
ranch in Green Swamp. The 
Blanchards have reforested the 
ranch and put their property under 
conservation easement with the 
Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District to protect it from 
development in perpetuity.

With Sharon as president 
and Bob serving on the Board 
of Directors of the Coalition to 
Protect Our Water Resources 
(CoPOWR), the Blanchards also 
have been leaders in protecting 
the region’s water resources. They 
played a key role in convincing 
the Board of Tampa Bay Water 
to reduce groundwater pumping 
through 2012.  

Serving as watchdogs, they 
continue to monitor decisions and 
make sure agreements regard-
ing water pumping are upheld.  
Reaching out to conservation 
groups and landowners, they 
have helped to create a powerful 
coalition of advocates for water 
protection.

1000 Friends 

Presents Award 

to Bob and 

Sharon Blanchard

Members of the Pasco County Board of County Commissioners look on as award recipient Jennifer Seney, Pasco 

County resident Alison Berke-Morano, 1000 Friends Director Charles Pattison, and 1000 Friends Board Member 

Kathy Castor view Jennifer’s Community Steward Award painting.
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The Blanchards credited the Board of 
County Commissioners and the CoPOWR 
Directors and membership for their 
efforts in helping reduce groundwater 
pumping, while simultaneously pushing 
for the development of alternative 
sources of water.  

Calling them “role models for citizens 
and landowners,” Downtown Dade City 
Main Street Director Amy Ellis noted 
that the Blanchards are preserving their 
own land and working to protect water 
resources for the entire region. 

Beaches Watch 
Receives Award 
from 1000 Friends 
The grassroots organization Beaches Watch, Inc. received 
1000 Friends’ Community Steward Award for its visionary lead-
ership and tenacity in promoting smarter growth in the coastal 
cities of Northeast Florida.  More than 100 people attended 
the reception, held at the Jacksonville Beach Municipal Golf 
Course Club House on August 17.  Among those in attendance 
were Jacksonville Beach Mayor Fland Sharp, Jacksonville 
City Councilman Art Graham, Florida Senator Jim King, and 
a representative of U.S. Congressman Ander Crenshaw.

Duval County attorney and citizen activist Wendell Finner 
nominated the group, writing that “Beaches Watch has shown 
citizens that positive results can be achieved by participating 
in the process.”  

“Through monitoring local issues, educating citizens on 
these issues and encouraging citizen participation in the 
government process, Beaches Watch is helping residents main-
tain the quality of life for themselves and future generations,” 
said Beaches Watch President Sandy Golding when accepting 

Award recipients Bob and Sharon Blanchard and 1000 Friends Board Member Kathy Castor listen as Dade City Main 

Street Director Amy Ellis describes why she nominated the Blanchards for the Community Steward Award.
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1000 Friends’ Charles Pattison presents the Beaches Watch award to, from left, Darrell 

Shields, Sandy Golding, Jim Overby, Wendell Finner, Susie White, and Jacksonville 

Councilman Art Graham.

the award on behalf of the group.  “And we have been gratifi ed 
to see that our elected offi cials are listening and working to 
protect our quality of life.”

Major accomplishments include a resoundingly successful 
2004 ballot initiative to limit new construction in Jacksonville 
Beach to 35 feet in height, and efforts to modify land development 
regulations to conserve Atlantic Beach’s small town feel.   In just 
a short period of time, Beaches Watch has become a respected 
force in Northeast Florida, and a model for other organizations 
across the state, said 1000 Friends’ Charles Pattison.  
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Spotlight on Springshed 
Protection
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Refl ections

For  more information on springshed protect ion ef for ts ,  contact 
Community  Planner  Dan Pennington at  dpennington@1000fof .org .

Karst 
Waters 
Center 
Start-up

1000 Friends has joined 
with researchers at Florida State 
University, the Florida Geological 
Survey, and the Florida Hydro-
geology Consortium in creating 
what is tentatively being called 
the Karst Waters Center. The 
goal is to foster the acquisition, 
analysis, interpretation, dissemi-
nation, and application of data 
and models relevant to Florida’s 
watersheds, with particular 
emphasis on groundwater and 
springs. Initial plans are to house 
the new center at the Geophysi-
cal Fluid Dynamics Institute of 
Florida State University.

Protecting Florida’s springs 
from the impacts of develop-
ment has proven to be a complex 
and dynamic undertaking. As 
1000 Friends continues to focus 
efforts on measures to protect 
springsheds throughout the 
state, the current emphasis is on 
Wakulla Springs in the Florida 
Panhandle and Ichetucknee 
Springs in North Central 
Florida. This work is being 
supported by a contract with 
the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection and 
with generous support from Jane’s 
Trust, the Elizabeth Ordway 
Dunn Foundation, and the Surdna 
Foundation.  

Activities include launching 
and maintaining the Ichetucknee 
Springs Basin Working Group 
at www.ichetucknee.info 
(with the site design donated 
by Mazas-Design). This site is 
proving to be quite successful 
and is serving as a model for the 
development of other working 
group web sites.  

1000 Friends has continued 
to follow protection issues 
related to Wakulla Springs.  
Following 1000 Friends’ 
well-attended 2005 Wakulla 
Springshed Symposium and the 
resulting report, the City of 
Tallahassee has begun to 
recognize the major degree of 
nitrate pollution attributable 
to the city’s wastewater 
sprayfi eld discharge. A 
series of information 

workshops on Wakulla 
Springs hosted by the 
Tallahassee Democrat has 
continued the discussion of 
springshed protection. The 
city’s response has been to form 
a Wastewater Treatment Master 
Plan Stakeholders Group to help 
craft a 20-year master plan aimed 
at identifying cost-effective 
actions to reduce the Wakulla 
Springshed nitrate pollutant load 
attributable to the city’s waste-
water disposal methods. 1000 
Friends’ Dan Pennington has 
been invited to join the group. 

Also based partly on out-
comes of the 2005 symposium, 
Wakulla County recently 
approved growth policies to 
protect springs and groundwater 
from the impacts of development 
and septic tanks. The County 
Commission unanimously 
approved requiring setbacks from 
some sinkholes and springs and 
the use of septic tank systems 
that are designed to reduce 
the seepage of nitrogen into the 
groundwater. 

The Wakulla Springshed 
Symposium report, titled 
Degradation of Water Quality at 
Wakulla Springs, Florida can be 
found at www.dep.state.fl .us/
geology/programs/
hydrogeology/hydro_wkshp/
index.htm.
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Accessory Dwelling 
Units: A Smart 
Growth Tool

Sometimes known as a “granny fl at,” an accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU) is a secondary residence 
(complete with a place for sleeping, eating, and 
bathing) that is separate from the primary residence.  
It can be an apartment within a residence, or an 
attached or freestanding home on the same lot.  
Often, these smaller housing units are built in areas 
where there is existing infrastructure, making greater 
use of the already developed land.

If a community crafts its ADU ordinance carefully, 
these units can be a source of much needed 
affordable housing.  In a recent article in the 
Florida Housing Coalition Journal, 1000 Friends 
Affordable Housing Director Jaimie Ross provided a 
comprehensive overview of accessory dwelling units, 
including obstacles to their use, promotion of these 
units as an affordable housing strategy, and a series 
of considerations for ADU ordinances.  Visit 
www.1000friendsoffl orida.org and click on 
“Affordable Housing” to view this and other 
information on promoting affordable housing in Florida.

Protecting Historic 
Buildings from the 
Impacts of Disasters

Florida 2060 
 Coming Soon
Imagine Florida with almost continuous urban development from Ocala to Sebring, and from St. Petersburg to 

Daytona Beach.  Picture Northeast Florida losing its rural character as Jacksonville spills over into surrounding 

Nassau, Clay, St. Johns and Baker Counties.  Envision an almost continuous urban strip from Ft. Myers to West Palm 

Beach.  Is it possible that rural Hardee, DeSoto, Hendry and Glades Counties will become urban population centers?

In December, 1000 Friends will be releasing its major study, Florida 2060, which contains these and other 

projections.  Sign up for 1000 Friends’ email alerts at www.1000friendsoffl orida.org to fi nd out more.

Protecting historic buildings with storm shutters and 
roof bracings can make all the difference in the world 
when disaster strikes. In the fi nal phase of a multi-year 
collaboration, 1000 Friends is now working with the Florida 
Department of State and Florida Division of 
Emergency Management to identify architecturally 
appropriate techniques to protect individual historic 
structures from the impacts of disasters.  

The goal is to streamline the process for historic build-
ings that require state or federal review of architectural 
changes. The report will also provide guidance to any 
historic property owners wishing to better protect their 
properties.  A technical advisory group of experts from 
around the state has been assembled to aid in this effort, 
which will be completed by the summer of 2008.

This project is an outgrowth of the work that led to 
our award-winning publication, Disaster Planning for 
Florida’s Historic Resources. This manual includes four case 
studies detailing the efforts of local communities to better 
integrate historic preservation into their local emergency 
management efforts. You can read the manual and case 
studies online at www.1000friendsoffl orida.org.
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When developers, landowners, planners and others 

seek guidance on protecting wildlife habitat in Florida 

they face an abundance of technical materials geared to 

wildlife conservationist professionals and biologists. 

To address their more basic needs, 1000 Friends is 

partnering with the Florida Wildlife Federation to 

develop a practical best management practices manual.  

Wildlife Habitat Planning Strategies, and its 

companion website, fl oridahabitat.org, will recommend 

helpful conservation strategies related to Florida 

uplands and wetlands, urbanizing and suburbanizing 

environments, transportation and roadway planning, 

working rural landscapes, protecting resources that 

cross jurisdictional lines, and other Florida-specifi c 

issues.  The manual and site will also include case 

studies of wildlife conservation success stories in 

Florida as well as other useful resources. 

Helping steer this project will be a Technical 

Advisory Committee comprised of wildlife, planning 

and community design experts.  Over the coming 

year, the committee will guide the development of the 

manual, which will be available in the spring of 2008. 

Floridahabitat.org is on-line now, and awaiting your 

input.

Please contact Community Planner Dan Pennington 

at dpennington@1000fof.org for more information.

This project has received generous support from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Jane’s Trust, the Martin Foundation, the Batchelor Foundation, and the Florida 
Department of Community Affairs.

Wildlife Habitat 
Best Management Practices
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